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HOW TO APPLY FOR A REZONING 


1. What is Zoning? 


Zoning is the means by which the City controls the 
use of property. In general terms, the Zoning By-law 
does the following: 


¢ divides the City into various Zoning Districts (eg. 
agricultural, open space, residential, commercial, 
industrial), which are shown on Zoning maps; 


e defines the uses permitted in each Zoning 
District; and 

¢ sets out the development standards for each 
permitted use (e.g. minimum lot area, minimum 
yard requirements, maximum building height, 
parking, etc.). 


In effect, the Zoning By-law enables the City to con- 
trol the use of land and the erection and use of 
buildings and structures thereon. 


2. Who Needs A Rezoning? 


Any person who wants to: 


e establish a use that is not permitted in the 
applicable Zoning District; or 

© erect a building which does not comply with the 
regulations of the applicable Zoning District; or 


e change some other standard that is not minor in 
nature, 


may apply to the City for an amendment to the 
Zoning By-law to allow the proposal. 


In certain instances, “minor variances” to the By-law 
regulations can be handled by the Committee of 
Adjustment. Variances are usually granted when 
the general intent and purpose of the Official Plan 
and Zoning By-law are maintained, and the variance 
from the By-law (e.g. reduced side yard) is clearly 
“minor’ in nature. In effect, the minor variance pro- 
vides relief from the Zoning By-law regulations 
when a rezoning application is not necessary. 


In some situations an Official Plan Amendment will 
be required. If you are uncertain about the existing 


Official Plan designation or whether your proposed 
rezoning requires an Official Plan Amendment, con- 


sult with Planning and Development Department 
Staff, 7th Floor, City Hall or call 526-4221. 


If you are uncertain as to whether or not your pro- 
posal complies with the Zoning By-law, information 
can be obtained from the Building Department, 3rd 
Floor, City Hall or by telephoning 526-2720. 


How And Where To Apply For A Change 
In Zoning 


A change in zoning or zoning regulations is made 
by submitting an application for rezoning to the 
Planning and Development Department. Applica- 
tion forms are available from the Planning and 
Development Department, 7th Floor, City Hall. 


Plans And Information Required 


The application form is to be completed in triplicate 
and submitted in duplicate, with two copies of a 
survey plan of the land affected. The third copy is 
provided for retention by the applicant. 


The description of the proposed use should include 
details such as the number of buildings, floor area, 
number of units, building height, number of parking 
spaces, access, etc. The application may be accom- 
panied by a copy of a preliminary site plan showing 
the location of the proposed building, parking areas, 
access, etc., which assists in processing the 
application. 


Notes are provided with the application for the 
assistance of the applicants in completing the Zon- 
ing Application. Because the zoning approval pro- 
cess is technical and because an owner may not be 
able to afford any hold-ups, it may be advisable that 
professional assistance be retained, particularly 

for complex proposals or if an Official Plan Amend- 
ment is also required. 


5. Zoning By-law Amendment Procedure 


See table on back of page. 


6. How Long Will It Take? 


Generally, a rezoning with no objections can be 
approved within 4 months. However, in situations 
where adequate information is not provided or the 
application involves a complicated issue, it may 
take longer than 4 months. With objections the 
rezoning process can be lengthy taking up to 1 year 
because of the Ontario Municipal Board Hearing 
process. 


7. How Much Will It Cost? 


A fee payable to the Treasurer of the City of 
Hamilton is required to be submitted with each 
zoning application. 


In some situations an Official Plan Amendment will 
be required, in which case an additional fee will be 
required. 


NOTE: Application fees may be adjusted from 
year to year. In this regard, the applicable 
fees will be noted on the zoning applica- 
tion forms. 


8. Appealing A Decision 


If your application for a rezoning is denied by 

City Council, you can appeal their decision to the 
Ontario Municipal Board. Directions in this regard 
can be obtained by writing to: 


The Ontario Municipal Board 
180 Dundas Street West, 


Toronto, Ontario 


M5G 1E5 


Generally, the decision of the Board is final. 


9. Re-application 


Generally, where an application or rezoning has 
been denied by Council, another application for the 
same or similar uses is usually not dealt with by the 
Planning and Development Committee until at least 
1 year from the date of Council's decision, except 
for unusual circumstances. 


10. Site Plan Control 


If your development proposal is within the 
designated Site Plan Control Area, (ie. “D’, “DE-2” 
"DE-3, -E.E-l, (E-2.°E 73, G. Gana eae 
“G-4, “HH; “HYP, “RT-10” “RT-20” “RT-30” “CR-1’, 
“CR-2’, “CR-3’, “M-11’, “M-12’, “M-13”, “M-14” or 
“M-15’ District), an application must be made to the 
Planning and Development Commitee for approval. 
The Planning and Development Committee must 
approve a Site Plan before a Building Permit can be 
issued. 


Generally, the Site Plan Approval process takes 8 
weeks. Application forms and information regarding 
Site Plan Control are available from the Planning 
and Development Department, 7th Floor, City Hall, 
or by calling 526-4429. 


11. Further Information 


Should you require any further information about 
the rezoning process or need assistance in com- 
pleting your application form(s), call the Planning 
and Development Department at 526-4221 or 
attend the office on the 7th Floor, City Hall. 


If you are searching for a site to establish 

a new or relocate an existing business or industry 
and assistance may be req’d concerning zoning 
matters alternatively you may wish to call the 
Economic Development Department at 526-4234 or 
attend the offices on the 15th floor of the Ellen 
Fairclough Building at 119 King St. W. 


